Youth Advisory Panel – Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Youth Advisory Panel?

The Youth Advisory Panel was established by the Ministry of Children and Youth Services in June 2000 to provide feedback to the government and advice on proposed strategies, recommendations and findings.  Eighteen members (ages 15 to 22) are selected for a one-year volunteer term and during that time they provide the Youth Secretariat with an ongoing youth perspective / help identify important issues for youth in Alberta.  They may also comment and make recommendations on current initiatives and suggest ideas to improve the quality of services to youth.
What can I expect to happen at a Panel Meeting?

Each Panel meeting begins on Friday (early evening) and ends at approximately noon on Sunday.  You will be expected to commit to being present for the entire weekend, including sharing a hotel room with a fellow Panel member.  There is a short meeting Friday night to prep for the next day, and Saturday involves a full-day meeting where the bulk of the work will occur.  There may be special guest presenters, or a problem to tackle, a question to answer, brainstorming or evaluating…..every weekend is different!  Sunday morning involves a debrief meeting before Panel members head home.

What are you looking for in a Youth Advisory Panel member?
We look for a wide range of backgrounds and experiences to support the work of the Panel.  As long as you are open minded, enjoy sharing your opinion, and are passionate about making a difference for youth and families in Alberta…we want you to apply!

What is expected of me?

As a member of the Youth Advisory Panel, you are expected to attend all weekend meetings in their entirety (there are 4-5 meetings a year), participate fully in the discussions, do a small amount of research (if required) and be respectful of other Panel members at all times.  Each weekend also includes some free time – where you can do homework, swim in the hotel pool (if available), or socialize with other Panel members.  Many Panel members become life long friends!

I have a lot on the go….school, a job, extra-curricular activities…can I join?

The most important part of being on the Panel is being able to attend the meetings (the entire weekend) and contribute.  If blocking off several weekends a year will work with your schedule, then that is great!  If you think that you might not be able to attend all of the meetings because of tournaments, work, school or other personal commitments, then the Youth Advisory Panel might not be a good fit.

I am kind of shy and haven’t had a lot of experience being on committees.  Is this only for “leader” types?

No!  Anyone can apply as long as they feel comfortable voicing their opinion with other youth, are respectful, and passionate about making a difference for youth and families in Alberta.  Being on the Youth Advisory Panel will help you to develop leadership skills and looks great on a resume!  

What topics will we cover?

Each weekend is different.  In 2009-2010, the Panel was tasked with identifying trends for children and families, discussing youth homelessness, brainstorming training materials and topics for front line Case Workers, and how to increase Panel effectiveness in the future.  New topics are identified each year based on issues that youth are facing and government priorities.
I live in a small town, will that be a problem?
We love getting perspectives from rural youth!  We will do our best to find a way to get you to the meetings…..although it may require some flexibility with your Friday schedule if you need to hop on a bus to get there.  We will figure it out!

Do I have to pay for the hotel?

Your travel to the hotel, meals and accommodations are covered by us.  Meetings are often in different locations each time, so some longer travel may be involved.  

What are some of the benefits of being on the Panel?
There are many benefits!  During the meetings, you will gain knowledge, have fun, make new friends and collect a small honorarium.  Outside of the meetings you may find new networking opportunities or participate in additional consultations or events through the Ministry of Children and Youth Services or other Government of Alberta Ministries.  Many Panel members have used their experiences to earn scholarships for post-secondary school and fulfilling jobs in the community and in government!
